Code Red has announced a mass campaign of civil disobedience against the tech
industry from 27 to 29 June.

Code Red, a movement of activists and supporting organisations, has announced a mass act of civil
disobedience against the technology industry. From 27 to 29 June, the movement is planning an
occupation targeting oligarchic Big Tech companies. The movement itself describes the announced
action as a ‘festive occupation’, featuring music and various speakers.

Technofascism

In the upcoming action, Code Red is targeting companies and infrastructure that promote
technofascism. The movement accuses the tech sector of collaborating with the arms industry and
states involved in violent conflicts, including the genocide in Gaza, and points out that algorithms
are being used for weapons systems, mass surveillance and the authoritarian oppression of,
amongst others, migrants, racialised communities, trans people and anti-war activists. The
algorithms are criticised for being created by stealing intellectual property and exploiting low-paid
workers in the Global South. Furthermore, they play a major role in spreading racist, sexist and
anti-democratic ideas.

Environmental impact

In addition to the social and economic consequences of digitalisation, Code Red also focuses on its
ecological impact. The physical infrastructure required to enable current digital technological
developments — such as data centres, undersea cables, satellites and transmission masts —
consumes astronomical amounts of energy and water. This accelerates the energy crisis and puts
pressure on local groundwater levels and communities.

Furthermore, in the Global South, enormous quantities of rare minerals are being mined for
batteries, servers and all manner of electronics. This is accompanied by child labour, hazardous
working conditions and environmental destruction. All of this poses a direct threat to people and
the planet, from which only tech billionaires benefit through profit maximisation.

Alternative form of technology

Code Red presents a counter-scenario: technology that is democratised, developed with a
community focus, and that prioritises job creation, care and ecosystem restoration rather than
profit maximisation for CEOs and shareholders. They therefore advocate for the radical
democratisation of technology and a reorientation of technological development.

Civil disobedience

Code Red describes itself as a civil disobedience movement that deliberately chooses to break the
law in order to achieve political impact. The action consensus emphasises that the targets are
companies and systems, not workers. The campaign emphasises solidarity with groups fighting
against colonial exploitation, fossil capitalism and all forms of oppression. The main aim of this
action is to forge alliances between workers, local residents and various movements to unite in the
same struggle.



Code Red has not yet disclosed the exact target of the action weekend, though the organisation
promises to issue an official press release shortly with more concrete information about possible
target(s). The mobilisation of participants has recently begun on their social media and website.
Participants can also register there for information sessions and action training. For information
and inquiries: https://code-rouge.be/en/home/
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